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Ihe history of library service in a community usually gives
an account of conditions and silarations which existed during tiie
establishment of such services* Studies of this type, in mary
instances, may serve as an incentive and guide to citizens of o-Uaer
communities, and help them realize various possibilities for pro>
viding library service in their own communities lAiere none exist*
A survey of library service within a community points out
the adequacy of facilities and services as measured against standards
established by groups and organizations of the library profession.
A survey made by the Southeastern Library Association in 19U6-19U7
revealed among other things, the inadequacy of library service for
Negroes in the Southeastern region*^ lb many communities this report
served as a stimulus, creating a desire within many citizens to
improve the situation within their area*^
Although the Negro is a tax paying resident of the United
States, he is an infrequent user of public library services. He
has been primarily tied to the rural areas and has been under¬
privileged economically and academically. However, as educational
^Louis R* Wilson and Marion A* Milczewski, editors. Libraries
of the Southeast, A Report of the Southeastern States Cooperative





opportunities for the Negro improve there is every likelihood that
he Tiill become a more avid consumer of literature thus affecting
library planning in many cities especially in the South.
One cannot say that such publications as histories of library
service in other communities or survey reports helped to motivate
the citizens of Jackson, Mississippi to do something about public
library service in their community. Nevertheless, nithin the last
decade the citizens and city officials of the city of Jackson,
Mississippi have given a great deal of consideration to a library
building program in an attempt to remedy the inadequate library
facilities.
Purpose and Scope
Ihis study is one in a series of historical studies being
made of library service to Negroes in southern cities by students
in the Atlanta University School of Library Service. It is an attempt
to compile the scattered information concerning the origin and develop¬
ment of public library service for Negroes in Jackson, Mississippi
from 1950 through 1957.
The facts presented in this study Kill give details con¬
cerning the establishment of the first public library for the Negroes
of Jackson, Mississippi and conditions which 'Liifti to the construction
of present jthblic library facilities. A description of the library
quarters and services rendered will be given. It is hoped that the
information presented in this stu<ty will in some way motivate citizens
in other cities in Mississippi to develop and provide library facili¬
ties for not only Negroes but for all citizens.
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Methodology
The material for this study was gathered from numerous
sources* The minutes of the meetings of the Board of Trustees
of the Carver Brandi Library mere examined for pertinent facts con¬
cerning the origin and development of tiie first public library for
Negroes in Jackson> Mississippi. Monthly and annual reports of the
Carver and College Park libraries eere examined for statistics of
circulation and registered borrowers. The 1957 compilation of
County, Regional and District Library Laws^ was checked for material
relating to the library laws of Mississippi. For a description of
the community and its composition the Census of 1950,^ The Story of
Jackson,^ and material furnished by the Chamber of Commerce were used.
For evaluation of the physical plant, personnel, and the collection
Public Library Service: A Guide to Evaluation with Minimum Standards,^
was used. The chief librarian of the Jackson Municipal Library, Miss
Pearl Sneed and the director of Negro library service. Miss Vivian
Roman both were cooperative in making available records and reports
necessary for this study. Theyjalso gave time from their busy
schedules to discuss the material and answer any questions which
were not clear in the records. Librarians and other members of the
^American Library Association, Counly, Regional and District
Library Lws, Compiled l^y the Committee of Liteary Extension (Chicago:
American tiibrary Association, 19^7).
%.S. Bureau of the Census. Seventeenth Census of the United
Statest 1950. Population. Vol, II, Part iU (Washington; U.S. Government
?fintIng'’'OfHce7T^^52Xr’
%illiam D. McCain, The Story of Jackson, Vol. I (Jackson,
Mississippi: Hyer Publishing Company, 1953j.
^American Library Association, Public Library Service: A Guide
to Evaluation, With Minimum Standards. Prepared by the Coordinating
Committee on Revision of Public Library Standards (Chicago: American
Library Association, 1956).
community connected with library service for Negroes in Jackson,
Mississippi were interviewed.
!Dno aspects of public library service for Negroes in
Jackson will be considered in this study: (l) The history of the
development which includes the origin, government and community
factors, and (2) ttie description of the library which will embrace
the physical plant, the library personnel, the book collection and
the types of service rendered.
A History of Jackson, Mississippi
Jackson, Mississippi is a modern city with a population of
98,271. Ihe city, originally called LeFleur's Bluff, was founded in
1792. It was chosen as the state capital in 1821 and later the name
was changed to Jackson, in honor of Andrew Jackson, a popular military
idol of that day.^
Before the Civil War, Jackson hadftbecome a prominent southern
capital, but during the War most of the city was destroyed by
Sherman’s armies. In the years following the War, the rebuilding
of the city was slow, in fact, its population had only reached 7»000
hy the turn of the century.^
Since 1900 the population has greatly increased and the city
has again become a prominent southern capital.




It has complete cultural, educational, religious and
recreational facilities, along with progressive business
and professional firms, combining to make a balanced com¬
munity of opportunity and prosperous citizens.1
Standard of Living
The standard of living in Jackson, Mississippi may be derived
from observation of the in<»me of families and occupations. Of the
A
98,271 persons in Jackson, Mississippi, ii0,l68^ or Ul percent are
Negroes. As shown in Table 1, -toe median income received by Negro
families in Jackson was ^1,325 while that of white families was
$3>320. Out of 22,1U5 white families 2,0^0 or nine percent of them
ranged within ihe median income group and 2,ii90 or 17 percent of the
13,225 Negro families ranged within their median income group.
Among the white families, 2,220 or nine percent of them received
an income of less than ^500 while among Negro families 2,510 or 19
percent received less than $500. There were few Negro families in
the high income bracket. Only 125 or one percent of the Negro families
received an income of ^>^,500 or above, whereas 5>U70 or 26 percent of
the white families received an income of $i»,500 and above.
Table 2 reveals that $60 or two percent of the whites and
1|331 or eight percent of the Negroes eligible for employment were
unemployed. Among the 16,200 employed Negroes, personal services,
which includes private household work and is usually in the lower
income bracket, provided employment for 5>178 or 32 percent of them*
^Ibid.
2
U. S. Bureau of the Census, op. cit.j pp. 2k-h9»
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■TABLE 1
INCOMES OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS,






Less than $500 it,710 2,200 9.0 2,510 19.0
^500 - 999 3,260 905 It.O 2,355 18.0
1,000 - l,h99 3,350 1,080 5.0 2,270 17.0
1,500 - 1,999 it, 220 1,730 8,0 2,U90 19.0
2,000 - 2,1^99 3,385 2,030 9.0 1,355 10.0
2,500 - 2,999 2,565 1,810 8.0 755 6.0
3,000 - 3,li99 2,5itO 2,050 9.0 U90 it.o
3,500 - 3,999 1,850 1,630 7.0 220 1.6
U,ooo - ii,l499 l,UtO 1,330 6.0 110 .8
U,5oo - it, 999 1,055 1,015 5.0
✓
iiO .3
5,000 - 5,999 1,590 1,565 7.0 35 .3
6,000 - 6,999 i,oU5 1,030 5.0 15 .1
7,000 - 9,999 1,080 1,060 5.0 20 .2
10,000 and above 815 800 it.o 15 .1
Income not reported 2,lt65 1,920 9.0 5U5 it.O
All 35,370 22,1U5 • • • 13,225 • • »
Median Income 12,135 $3,320^ • « • $1,325 • • •














and fisheries 31h 156 .6 158 1.0
Mining 370 357 1.3 13 .08
Construction 3,886 2,007 8.0 1,879 11.5
Manufacturing 5,823 3,8ii0 13.0 2,3ii3 lU.U
Transportation,
Communication and
Ottier public utilities 3,792 2,792 11.0 1,000 6.1
Wholesale and retail trade 10,ll4U 7,086 27.2 3,058 19.0
Business and repair
services 1,162 865 3.3 297 2.0
Finance, insurance and
real estate 2,095 1,850 7.1 2h$ 1.5
Entertainment and
recreation service 399 278 1.0 121 1.0
Personal services 6,302 l,12li h.3 5,178 32.0
Professional and related
services h,927 3,U09 13.1 1,518 9.3
Public administration 2,581i 2,323 9.0 261 1.6
Industry not reported U06 277 1.0 129 1.0
Total Civilian Labor Force hh,09^ 26,56ij • • • 17,531 • • •
Employed l42,20ii 26,00U 98.0 16,200 92.0
Self Employed^ 3,650 2,822 10.8 828 5.1
Unemployed 1,891 560 2.0 1,331 8.0
3Ibid., pp. 2h-k9*
already inciuSidJ* ^ employed for the figures are
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Wholesale and retail trade provided employment for 7»086 white per¬
sons or 27.2 percent and for 3>058 Negroes or 19 percent. Public
administration, which includes postal services and state and local
administration, provided employment for 2,323 or nine percent of
the white persons and only 216 or two percent of the Negroes. More
than 3^0 products are manufactured in the 285 plants which provide
employment for 3,ii80 of 13 percent of the whites and 2,3U3 or lh»h
percent of the Negroes, Excellent transportation facilities are pro¬
vided by two airlines, two railroad systems, three intra-state and
inter-state bus lines, lli truck lines, municipal bus service and
numerous foimis of commercial transportation, among which are employed
2,792 or 11 percent of the employed whites and 1,000 or six percent
of the employed Negroes,
Education
Ihe colleges for white students located in or near Jackson
are Millsaps College, founded in 1892; Belhaven College, founded in
I89U; Mississippi College in Clinton, Mississippi, founded in 1826;
and Hinds County Junior College in Raymond, Bilississippi* The
colleges for Negro students located in or near Jackson are Jackson
State College, founded in 1882; Campbell (Junior) College, founded
in 1898; Tougaloo Southern Christian College founded in I869 at
Tougaloo, Mississippi; and Piney Woods School (a Junior College),
founded in 1909 at Piney Woods, Mississippi,^
Bie Jackson Public School System consists of four senior
high schooi, four junior high schools, and 28 elementary schools,^
%cCain, op, cit,, p, 2h7»
^Jackson Chamber of Commerce, op, cit.
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For Negroes there are the W, H, Lanier Junior-Senior High School,
the Jim Hill Junior-Senior High School, the Brinkley Elementary-
Junior High School, the Eoean Elementary-Junior High School and
eight elementary spools*. Ihe state operated sdiools for the blind
and deaf are also located in the city of Jackson.
The public school plants for the whites and Negroes differ
in that there is a distinct separation of grade levels in the white
sdiools while there is an over-lapping of grade levels in the Negro
public schools. That is, the Negro senior high schools house students
of the junior high sdiool grades and the junior high schools house
students of the elementary grades. With the educational facilities
thus provided, the 1950 census shows that the median school years
completed by the average Negro in Jackson, Mississippi was 6.8 years.^
This figure may be influenced by tiie fact that at least five of the
Negro public schools have only been in existence since 1950.
Religious, Cultural and Social Facilities
To take care of the spiritual needs of the community,
numerous churches representing many denominations are located
throughout the city. For recreational purposes, the city operates
12 public parks, four of which contain swimming pools and community
club bouses, and one, Livingston Park, which contains a zoo. There
are four golf courses,^ none of which may be used by Negroes. Of
S. Bureau of the Census, op« cit.
2
Jackson Chamber of Commerce, op# cit»
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the 12 public parks, only one. College Park, is for the Negroes of
Jackson. It has a club house, a sKisBing pool, a ball park and an
auditorium, Negroes may visit the Livingston Park Zoo but are not
permitted use of its seimming pool.
In Jackson there are a number of medical facilities among
which are* the Medical School of the University of Mississippi and
its hospital of 350 bedsj the Mississippi Baptist Hospital with iiOO
beds and a School of Nursing; Saint Dominic-Jackson Memorial Hospital
with l50 beds; and a 600-bed hospital operated by the Veterans
Administration. The laboratory of the State Board of Health, several
clinics, and convalescent homes are also located in Jackson.^
Jackson boasts of a Syiq>hony Orchestra, Opera Guild and a
Little Theatre which offers programs and attractions throughout
the winter season. Nationally famous artists and musical groups
are annually sponsored through the Community Concert Series and
local concert managers, Negroes are not admitted to these pre¬
sentations tsit the Symphony Orchestra is usually presented in concert
each year by the Jackson State College Lyceum Association. Through
the Negro churches, schools, colleges and various community groups,
many cultural and interesting programs are brought to the Negro
coimminity.




a series of varied programs in imasic and drama. These programs
usually include a popular or noteworthy drama by a group of touring
players, concerts by nationally known artists, and dance groups,
Fraternities and sororities often sponsor dramatic presentations
and other prtKgrams for the general piblic. The colleges in the
vicinity usually sponsor several programs for the public in addition
to the band and dioir concerts which are annual events.
Like the churches, schools and other social agencies of the
community, the public library should be an integral part of com¬
munity activities. In addition to the libraries associated with
the colleges, schools and other institutions in the cit;^ the
Mississippi State Library Commission is located in Jackson. The
Jackson Municipal Library has three branches, Livingston Park Branch
Library, George Washington Carver Municipal Library, and College Park
Branch Library which are governed by the Board of Trustees of Jackson
Municipal Libraries, The College Park Branch Library and Carver
Municipal Library serve the Negro public of Jackson, Mississippi,
Prior to the Civil War and in the years immediately fol¬
lowing there was a high degree of illiteracy among people of the
South, especially the Negroes, !!he War had devastated the South)
it had to be rebuilt and many adjustments had to be made. The slave
status of Negron was changed and although they remained in the South
as an economic force, they were no longer property to be owned but
citizens who needed employment, homes, schools, diurches and other
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facilities common to a mell balanced community,^
The greater part of the War's destruction fell on the Sou "to
for the War «as almost exclusively in ■Wiat section. Therefore, while
the South was struggling to rebuild its cities and economy, the North
was fozming new industries and expanding its commerce. Some sections
of the South were slower to rebuild than others. This may in part
be contributed to the fact that many southern cities follow the tra¬
dition of segregation, which is expensive because it is necessary to
duplicate the vital educational, recreational, medical and other
fa^lities in a futile attempt to ec^alize community services.
Jackson, Mississippi, showing signs of recovering, has made
progress in many areas since 1900, but it is only in recent years
that some positive effort has been directed toward developing and
improving public facilities for Negroes. Public library service to
Negroes is a very recently added chapter to the city's history of
progress. A Carnegie Public Library was opened in 19lU»^ for the
white citizens of Jackson and through a project sponsored by the
Junior League of Jackson a public library was opened for Negroes 36
years later on January 12, 1950.^ The Junior League is an organi¬
zation of white female citizens whose main objective is to aid in the
^Harold Lee Hitchens, "Civil War,"^yie American Peoples
Encyclopedia, ed. Pranklin J. Heine, V (195^)*
^Ibid.
^Interview with Miss Pearl Sneed, Librarian, Jackson
Municipal Library, June 6, 1958.
Minutes of the Regular Meeting, January 16, 1950, Board
of Trustees of Carver Branch Library, Jackson, Mississippi.
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developmeot of the city of Jackson by spearheading northTihile
comnunity services.
"Ihe Negro population in any community should have full
library representstiohy both in demand and supply."^ Since library
service sas not provided for the Negroes of Jackson^ the Junior
League felt 1*131 a library for Negroes was a definite community need.
The building program, promoted by the Board of Trustees of the
Jackson Public Librarj; which included a library for Negroes, was
not complete at this time. Therefore, in the fall of 19U9, the
Junior League, with some assistance from the Public Library Board,
made plans for the opening of a library for the Negroes of Jackson.^
The project was launched with these conditions in the pro¬
posal: (see Appendix I).
The Board of Trustees is willing to sponsor the project
as a demonstration, and at no time should it be interpreted
as service in lieu of the regular plan for adequate branch
service to Negroes, nor will it in any way interfere with
plans for the room in the community center on Lynch Street
for Negro library service.
At the expiration of the demonstration period, all equip¬
ment, including books, will be transferred to the authority
of the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public Library.3
Tlie library sponsored by tiie Junior League was named George
Washington Carver Branch Library in honor of the great Negro scientist.^
^Helen E. Haines, Living With Books (New fork: Columbia
University Press, 1950), p. 25*
%need, op. cit.
Report to the Junior League by the Committee Appointed to
Study and Make Plans for the Library Project, jn. d.j
^Minutes of the Board of Trustees, October II4, 19ii9, Branch
Library Sponsored by Junior League, Jackson, Mississippi,
It operated 21 months under the auspices of the Junior League. On
October 1, 195l» the responsibility and operation of the George
Washington Carver Branch Library mas assumed by the Jackson Public
Library Board,^ This marked the beginning of publicly supported
library service for Negroes in Jackson, Mississippi.
According to previous plans to provide a room in the com¬
munity center for Negro library service, the Jackson Public Library
Board opened in March, 1952, a second branch library for Negroes in
the College Park Auditorium and called it the College Park Branch
Library. In 1956, the George Washington Carver Branch Library mas
moved into a nem and modern structure. It mas dedicated April 12,
1956, and the name mas changed to the George Washington Carver
Ifcinicipal Library.^
Prior to the availability of public library service for
Negroes in Jackson, the tmo Negro colleges mithin the urban area,
Campbell College and Jackson College, mere not able to provide
library service for the community because the facilities they had
mere inadequate for their omn student bodies. Tougaloo College,
located approximately five miles from Jackson, offered library
service to the members of its Parent Teachers' Association. Generally
speaking, the people of the community made fern demands on the colleges
for library services.
^Annual Report of Carver and College Park Branch Libraries,
by the Librarian, Mrs. R. S. Lyells, Jackson, Mississippi, September
25, 1952.
^Interviem mith Miss Vivian Roman, Librarian, George
Washirigton Carver Municipal Library, June 6, 1958.
CHAPTER II
HISTORY OF THE EEVELOFMENT OF PUBLIC
LIBEIARY SERVICE TO NEGROES
Legal Provisions for Library Service
The library lavis of a state are the foundation for the
library lass of the cities sithin the state. The Legislature of
Mississippi has made the foUoning provisions for library service
eithin the state.
It is hereby declared to be the policy of this state to
allow and promote the establishment and development of free
public library service throughout this state as part of its
provision for public education.!
This empowers:
The board of supervisors of ar^y county in the state of
Mississippi or other governing bodies of the counties of
this state and municipalities of towns through their gov¬
erning bodies to establish and maintain free public libraries
for the use of the citizens of the respective counties, muni¬
cipalities or towns either separately or in connection with
free libraries already established therein...^
Although the foundation for public library se3rvico has been
established by the state library laws, many cities in Mississippi
do not provide public library service for all its citizens. The
%issisii^pi Code of 19U2, Section 6200, quoted in Velma
Taylor, "State Can Take Lead With Lilmrary Service," The Jackson
Clarion Ledg«r-^ (June 9, 1958), p. 2.
^bid.
16
Jackson-Carnegie Public Library, nhich provided library service to
the Khite citizens, had been built through a grant of ^>25,000 from
Andrei) Carnegie in 1911i* ^ 19Ui it had outgrown its book capacity
and its limited staff and finances offered other handicaps. Yet it
was not until that year toat the city officials indicated that they
had given library service any serious consideration when the City
Council passed an ordinance placing the librazy under the general
library laws of the state.^
During the same year a trained librarian. Miss Pearl Sneed,
was appointed as head librarian of the Jackson-Carnegie Public Library.
She received her library training from the University of Mississippi
and the University of Illinois.^
Like many other southern cities, Jackson follows the tradition
of segregation and although the city supported a public librazy its
services were not extended to the Negro public of Jackson. Since no
provisions were made for library service to Negroes, Miss Pearl Sneed
had on numerous occasions permitted Negroes, who needed to make use
of librazy resources, to use them in her office. She, therefore,
realized and felt that there was an acute need not only to inprove
the library facilities but to provide public librazy service for the
Negroes of Jackson as well. Consequently, when it was made known that
the city was planning to build a municipal auditorium for Negroes, she




requested that a room in this building be provided for library service
to Negroes,^
The libraries* of the Negro colleges in the vicinity were not
equipped to serve the public. The only high school for Negroes at
that time^ Lanier High School, had a small library to serve its
faculty and student boc|y, and libraries in the elementary schools
Here non«^xistent.
There iiere several groups or social agencies ehich attempted
to provide some reading and informational material for Negroes. Most
outstanding among these agencies sas the Bethlehem Center, established
in 1939 by the Women's Missionary Society of the Methodist Cimrch,
New Xork.^ The Bethlehem Center is a community center which func¬
tions mainlyasithat and does not seek to take tiie place of the public
library, but it was, for a long time, the only place that provided
any resemblance of public library service to the Negro public of
Jackson. It still maintains a small collection of books and periodi¬
cals for recreational reading. Some reference and textbooks are also
included in this collection. IXiring the early part of 19U0, the
Mary CSiurch Terrell Literary Club established in 1912, placed its
collection of books by and about Negroes in the Icmnge of the Negro
branch of the loung Women's Christian Association.^ This provided an
^need, op. cit.
^Interview with Mrs. Theresa Hicks Martin, staff member,
Bethlehem Center, June 6, 19^8.
^Interview with Mrs. M. M. Hibert, Secretary, Mazy Church
Terrell Literary Club, June 5, 1958.
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additltnal source of reading material for the Negro public.
The Junior League Project
The proposed plans for the Negro manloipal auditorium had
advanced littSlI beyond the blueprint stage ehen» in l^US, a bond
issue eas passed to provide funds for the construction of the
College Park Auditorium. The funds procured eere insufficient and
the construction of the building eas delayed. This delay also
meant a delay in the provision of public librairy service for the
Negroes of Jackson. In the mes^time« Mrs. Thad Ryan, president of
the Junior League of Jackson, approached Miss Sneed, the librarian
of the Jackson Public Library, eith the idea of the Junior League
sponsoring a project to provide library service for the Negroes of
the city. This idea eas presented to the Jackson Public Library
Board and eas approved eith the understanding that the Junior League
project eas only a demonstration to last for three years and eould
in no nay interfere eith previous plans to provide public library
facilities and service to Negroes.^
Carver Branch Library
Committees of Junior League volunteers mere formed to get
the project initiated. The Library Board of Trustees naa composed
of four members of the Junior League: Mrs. Thad Ryan, Chairmanj
Mrs. Shemood Wise, Chairman of the Library Project; M:s. Joseph
A. Blyth, Jr,, Treasurer of the ^nior League; and Mrs. W. E. Hester,
Jr.; two white lay members, Mr. Ramsey Roberts and Mr. Barron C,
^need, op. cit.
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Ricketts; and three Negroes, Mrs. M, M, Hubert, Dr. Jacob L. Reddix
and Professor I. S. Sanders.^ This board gave the library the name,
George Washington Carver Branch Library. The nord "branch" was
inserted in the title to make the exchange of sponsorship possible
should the city decide to assume the support of Carver Library and
take it over as a branch of the public library after the demonstration
period.^
Quarters
A duplex house at ll^li Davis Street was leased for three years
and had to be completely remodeled for the library quarters. The
selection and technical processing of all books were carried on
through the Jackson Public Library and the pasting, stamping and
other mechanical processes were done by League volunteers. Al¬
though the Junior League sponsored the project, it had, from the
outset, the full cooperation and professional guidance of the
Jackson Public Library Board and Miss Sneed, the librarian, who
served in an advisory capacity. A member of the Board of Trustees
of the Jackson Public Library, Mr. Ramsey Roberts, was also a mem¬
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Carver Branch Library. This
link made it possible for each group to stay currently Informed of
the other's progress.^
After having secured quarters for the library, there was
%ecords of the Activities of the Board of Trustees of the
Carver Branch Library, Jackson, Mississippi.
%ladio Script, "Carver Branch Library", July, 1950.
^Ibid.
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still a great deal of work to be done before the library could
be opened* Some students from Jackson College and Lanier High School
assisted by sanding and refinishing the floors, papering the walls,
building book shelves, doing painting and extra paving* Ibe Alta
Raymond Garden Club helped with the landscaping of the front yard,
and other ^ubs and interested groups donated money, books and
magazine subscriptions*^
Financial Support
A budget of $ii,000 was allocated to the library for the
fiscal ^mr and 1^00 volumes were loaned from the Jackson Public
Library* Books were also given by groups and various individuals
interested in the library project. The League purchased a desk for
the librarian, a table and lU chairs; eight for adults and six for
children* Ihe Jackson Public Library furnished a catalog cabinet,
tHo tables and a chair for the desk*^ !Ihe Junior League was wholly
responsible for the financial support of the library (see Appendix !)•
Personnel
Mrs. Virgie Bracey was appointed as librarian at a salary of
^12^ per month with the understanding that she would serve until such
time that funds were available for the appointment of a professional
librarian*^ She had no professional training but had experienced
two years of working in the Jackson College Library,^
^Minutes, Regular Meeting, op* cit*, December 19, 1900*
^Ibid*
^Ibid., November ZL, 19ii9*
_. ^Letter from Miss Vivian Roman, Librarian, Carver MunicipalLibrary, Jackson, Mississippi, June 21, 1958*
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On January 12, 1950, the library had its opening, which was
a gala occasion, after which it settled down to the business of
serving the Negro public of Jackson with this schedule:
Schedule of the
George Washington Carver Branch Library^
Opened to the Public
Monday, Wednesday, Friday ... 2:00 - 8:00 P.M.
iUesday and Thursday . • • . • 2:00 - 6:00 P.M.
Saturday ... 9:00 i.M, - 12 Noon
1:00 - 6:00 P.M.
Collection, Registration and Circulation
When the library opened, its holdings totaled 1,758 volumes
acquired as follows: 1,100 volumes were loaned by the Jackson
Public Library, 1^25 volumes were purchased with Ibnds from the
Junior League and 206 volumes were donated by friends and interested
groups. Following the opening, the League set a goal to add 100
volumes to the collection each month.^ The records show that even
though it sometimes fell short of this goal the League did continue
to add to the growtii of the collection.
After one month of operation, the library had registered 526
borrowers and had circulated l,5l&3 books.^ At the end of a little
more than two months (January l6 - March 20, 1950) ttie borrowers had
only increased to 677 of which U39 were achilts and 288 were children,
and 2,871^ books had been circulated amoi% them.^ After operating for
%adio Script, op. ci.t»
Minutes, Regular Meeting, op. oit., January 16, 1950.
%eport to Carver Board of Tlnustees by Mrs. Bracey, Librarian,
February 20, 1950..
^Ibid.. March 20, 1950.
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almost a year, the number of registered borronKers totaled l,liiO
and 10,093 books had been circulated.^
Public Support
Ihe Junior League, fostering a much needed community service,
had completely financed the library project except for the many small
gifts and donations, mostly in the form of services rendered. The
League's main source of income if>as from the "Carnival Ball" ithich it
sponsored annually. When in 19^ the ball had to be cancelled, there
was great concern about finds for the fiscal year beginning April 1,
1951« and ending March 31, 19^2. It was suggested by Miss Sneed that
the matter be^discussed with the Board of Trustees of the Jackson
Public Library because there was a possibility that the Carver Branch
Library could be transferred to the public library budget for the
fiscal year beginning October 1, 19^*^ If this step were accorn^
plished it would mean that the Carver Branch Lilmrary would become a
part of the city-wide library program and supported from public funds.
When Mr. Ramsey Roberts presented the idea to the Jackson
Public Library Board, it unanimously agreed to take steps to secure
an adet^ate budget for the operation of the George Washington Carver
,Branch Library as part of the city-wide library program.3 The City
Council approved the budget to support the Carver Branch Library for
^Annual Report to Carver Board of Trustees ty Mrs.' Bracey, Li*
brarian, December 31, 1950*
^Minutes, Regular Meeting, op. cit., January 2, 1951.
%bid.. February 6, 1951*
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the fiscal year beginning October 1, 19^1 and ending September 30,
1952.^ This marked the initial beginning of publicly supported
library service for Negroes in Jackson, Mississippi.
Thus, after operating for 21 months, having registered l,lt^8
borroners; 991 adults and children and having circulated 18,021
books among them, the George Washington Carver Branch Library itas
transferred to the authority and control of the Board of Trustees of
the Jackson itdlic Lilnrary. The book collection totaled 2,ii96 volumes
in addition to the 1,100 volumes loaned by the Jackson Public Library.
The Library continued to be housed in its same quarters at Davis Street
until such time that the proposed Negro branch nas completed.^
Summary
The legal foundation for free public library service in the
state of Mississippi has been established through the state library
lai«s. The Ians only make the establishment of free public libraries
permissible not compulsory.
In I9UI1, the city of Jackson turned attention to the improve¬
ment of the inadequate public library facilities for nhites. Miss
Pearl Sneed, the librarian of the Jackson Public Library, realized
the need of public library facilities for Negroes and felt that the
public library building program should also include facilities for
public library service to them. She almost san her hope realized
nhen the construction of the College Park Auditorium nas proposed.
^Ibid.. September U, 1951.
^Ibid.
2h
A room in this building was to be designated for library service to
Negroes* Insufficient funds caused a delay in the construction of
the auditorium and therefore a delay in public library service to the
Negroes of Jackson*
The Junior League of Jackson, Mississippi, desirous of helping
to develop the city into a progressive and enlightened community, felt
that providing public library service for the Negroes would be a worth¬
while project for it to sponsor. The idea, thus conceived, was given
wholehearted support by the League members with full cooperation from
the Jackson Public Library and its Board of l^stees. Financial sup**
port was given by the Junior League and professional and technical
assistance were given by Miss Pearl Sneed, Librarian of the Jackson
Public Library, and members of her staff. Various clubs and other
groups interested in the project gave assistance in remodeling a rented
duplex house for library use.
The Junior League sponsored a "Carnival Ball" each year using
the funds to support the various projects which they would sponsor*
Thus in 1951, when the "Carnival Ball" had to be cancelled, the
members of the League were very much concerned about the outcome of
their project. There were some persons on the Board of Trustees of
the Carver Branch Library who were also associated with the Jackson
Public Library Board. They felt that the <dxcumstancea concerning
finance should be discussed with the Pdblic Libraiy Board of Trustees
in the event it might be possible for the Jackson Public Library
Board to administer the George Washington Carver Branch Library as
part of the city-wide library program and support it with public funds.
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This idea T«as presented to the Jackson Public Library Board of
Trustees nthich took the necessary steps to secure an adequate budget
to support "Uie Carver Branch Library. The City Council approved the
budget and the Gewge Washington Carver Branch Library came under the
control of the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public Library, October
1, 1951.
CHAPUR III
THE STATUS OF PUBLIC UBEIARY SERVICE FOR
NEGROES IN JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
Carver tfixniclpal Library and College
i*ark Branch library
With the foundation for public library service alreac^ esta¬
blished by the state of Mississippi, the City Council of Jackson,
Mississippi passed an ordinance placing the Jackson Public Library
under the general library lass of the state. In accord with these
laws, the city levies three-fourths of a mill on taxable property
within the municipality for the support of its public libraries*
The funds procured are used for public library services and facili¬
ties only* Any funds which remain at the end of a fiscal year are
added to the library budget for the next year*^ From these Ihnds
the two Negro branch libraries had in 1955 an annual bucket of |12,000
and the annual salary of the head librarian was "over $2,U00",^
A board of trustees, con^osed of five members and the head
librarian of the Jackson Public Library, govern and control the
public library system which includes two branches for Negroes;
College Park Branch Library and Gecxge Washington Carver Municipal
Library*
better from Roman, op* cit*
^Dorothy McAllister, "Library Service in Mississippi,"




The College Park Branch Library is located on the street
level to the left of the main entrance of the College Park Audi¬
torium on the corner of Lynch and Prentiss Streets. One room of
approximately 1>275 square feet in area comprises the library.^
The western end of the room is partitioned to provide a reading
area for children and a small work area for the librarian. The
circulation desk is also at this end behind which is a large plate
glass window which makes possible the supervision of the children's
area from the main reading room. The library has two tables with
eight chairs for children and three tables with 12 chairs for
adults. It is opened to the public from Monday through Friday from
9:00 A.M. until ^tOO P.M., and on Saturday from 9:00 A.M. until 1:00
P.M. The hours are limited because there is no outside entrance to
the library and it must close when the main entrance of the audi¬
torium is closed.
College Park Branch Library is in the vicinity of two Negro
colleges: Jackson State College and Campbell (Junior) College; one
of the high schools, Jim HELU Junior-Senior High School; and two of
the elementary schools, Reynolds Elementary School and Isable
Elementary School. This makes it possible for the teachers to
instruct pupils in the use of the public library and possibly to
supplement the materials not found in their own school and college
libraries.
better from Roman, op. cit.. July 11, 19^8.
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The main Negro branch library is the George Washington Carver
Municipal Library nhich is desirably located only a few blocks from
the downtown shopping district at the corner of Mill and Church Streets*
This area is also heavily populated by Negroes* The Carver Branch
Library was formerly located at liiU Davis Street where it originated
as a project of the Junior League of Jackson. After becoming a part
of the Jackson Public Lirbrary system, it remained on Davis Street
until its present quarters were ready for occupancy*^ It is a one-
story modern air-conditioned brick structure. The inside area of the
building consists of 14,617 square feet. The area in and around the
circulation desk, lobt)y and reading room consists of 2,913*^ square
feet; the librarian's office consists of 71>^ square feet; the work¬
room, 162 square feet and the assembly room, which will seat approxi¬
mately 90 persons is 396 square feet in size* To meet future needs
there is room for expansion of the reading area. The capacity of the
A
book shelves is 15*072 volumes*
The front of the library faces Mill Street and consists of
several large glass panels and glass doors, giving a clear view of
the lobby and circulation desk ftom the street* In the lolftiy there
are several comfortable lounge chairs and a newspaper rack which
holds several local and national newspapers* Beyond the newspaper
rack is the circulation desk and the librarian's office. To the left
%need, op. cit*
2
Blueprint of Proposed Branch Library by N. W. Overstreet
and Associates, Jackson, Mississippi, December 26, 195i;*
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of the circulation desk is the reading room which is divided into
three areas by an arrangement of shelves. To the rear of the
room is the adult reading area with three tables and l8 chairs. The
reference area is in the center, enclosed on two sides by book
shelves, and there are six chairs to accommodate readers in this
section. The children's section is to the front of the room and
has two tables with eight chairs. Also in the children's area
are some low shelves under the windows, and several sections of
counter height shelves distinctly separate it from the reference
section. The general collection is housed along the full length
of the north wall and the fiction is in the extreme rear* All of
the shelves are of standard steel*
To the right of the circulation desk is the workroom, ex¬
hibit cases, full length glass panels and a glass door which leads
to the right wing and rear entrance* A water cooler, rest room
facilities, public telephone, a staff lounge, and a public assembly
room which will seat approximately 90 people is separated from the
other areas by a corridor. The library is opened to the public from
Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. until 8:00 P.M., and on Saturday
from 9:00 A*M. until 5:00 P.M.
Staff quarters and the workroom are conveniently located
and permit an orderly flow of work. The assembly room is situated
in such a way that it may be used by community groups without in¬
terfering with the quiet of the reading room. Although the assembly
room may be used by community groups without charge, very few
groups have made use of it. Some book reviews have been given by
30
a literary club but maxltoum use.'»of this room has not been obtained*
Personnel
After the Carver Branch Library came under public control
in October, 19$1, Ifrs, Ruby S, Lyells, who received her library
training at the Universily of Chicago, eas appointed as director
of public library service for the Negroes of Jackson. Her responsibi¬
lity eas the supervision of both branches ehen the College Park
Branch Library opened. Her major task eas that of interpreting the
functions and services of the library to the Negro public. She gave
book talks, participated in book dis (missions and used every avail¬
able opportunity to make the Negroes of Jackson anare of the public
Ubrary and its resources. She emphasized the fact that all the
resources of the Jackson Public Library are available to Negroes
through the Carver Branch Library,^
Assisting Mrs, Lyells aere Mrs, Virgie Bracey at the Carvar
Branch Library, and Miss Vivian Roman at College Park Branch Library,
Neither of the assistants had had previous library training but aere
college gra(iuates. Miss Roman attended the University of Illinois
Library School (taring the sununer of 19^3 and remained there through
the summer of 19^5 at ahich time she received the Master of Science
Degree.in Libraiy Service. While Miss Roman attended school, Mrs*
Ruth LogaUf a graduate of Jackson College, served as library assis¬
tant at College Park Branch Library and she still holds that position*^
^Interviea aith Mrs. Ruby S. Lyells, Librarian, Carver and
College Park Branch libraries, June 6, 19^8,
^Letter from Roman, op, cit., June 21, 1958,
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Miss Roman succeeded Mrs* R. S. Lyells as director of public
library service for Negroes in the fall of 1955 and still holds that
position* Mrs* Virgie Bracey is a library assistant at Carver
Municipal Library and there is a full-time secretary*^
Ihe personnel of both Carver and College Park libraries
receive the same benefits of retirement and social security as all
other public eo^loyees* Their salaries are based on a scale iihich
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public Library System adopted
first in October, 1953 (see Table 3)*
TABLE 3
SALARY SCALE OF JACKSON PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM






Master's degree in L*S. (2 years), and
M*S* in subject field ^f300-350 $325-375
B*S* or M*S* in Library Science 1375-325 $300-350
A*B* Kith major in Library Science ^210-260 $210-260
A*B* without major in Library Science $200-250 $200-250
Assistants in Technical Processes with
2 or more years in College • e • $175-225
Clark !^ist Kith High School Diploma
and 1 year in recognized Business
School $160-185 $165-200
®Bie Board of Trustees has not adopted a scale for secre¬




The statistics concerning circulation give some indication
of the use made of the public library by the Negroes of Jackson
(see Table i*). During the first year of operation under public con¬
trol an average of five books per person itas circulated among 2,213
borrowers of which l,h$2 or 66 percent were adults and 716 or 3U
percent were children. In 1953-5U, an average of 2h books per person
TABLE h











1951-1952 12,5U8 8,66U 1,U52 761 2,a3
1952-1953 18,096 13,71^7 6i;5 UOO 1,0U5
1953-195U 20,697 lii,325 h30 Uoi 831
195U-1955 26,153 17,512 538 375 812
1955-1956 28,ii88 19,863 1,255'= 751^ 2,006^
1956-1957 36,138 25,966 1,136 761 1,897
^Reports to the Jackson Public Library Board of Trustees
by the librarians, Jackson, Mississippi, 1951-1957*
^e-registration at both branches,
*Fiscal year begins October 1st and ends October 31st,
was circulated among 831 borrowers of which U30 or 52 percent wore
adults and l^Ol or 1^8 percent were children. Over a period of six
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years the niimber of registered borrowers has fluctuated but circu¬
lation has risen steadily. For the fiscal year 195U-55* an average
of 32 books per person was circulated among 812 borrowers. In 1955-
56, a period of re-registration of borrowers, an average of II4 books
per person was circulated among 2,006 borrowers.
The two branches. Carver and College Park, serve a Negro
population of about 30,018 (age five years and above). The recorded
number of registered borrowers was 2,006. This was less than seven
percent of the population. The Board of Trustees of the Jackson
Public Library System has studied the use of the library by Negroes
and feels that the public branches are not being used to their full
extent. Nevertheless, another branch library for Negroes is planned
for the future. It is to be located in the north west section of
the city in the vjricinity of a proposed new Negro high school,^
Collections
Through interlibrary loans all materials in the Jackson
Public Library System are available to the Negroes in Jackson
through the Carver Municipal Library, Having inherited a collection
of more than 2,000 volumes, the Carver Municipal Library now has
readily available to the Negro public of Jackson 8,8l6 volumes not
including those which may be secured ttirough interlibrary loan.
The College Park Branch Library opened in 1952 with a completely new
colieotion of 8OO volumes in addition to lit3 books for children
^need, op, cit,
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borrowed from the Jackson Municipal Library, Over a period of six
1
years this collection has grown to TjlU? volumes.
Both branches subscribe to over ^0 magazines and approxi¬
mately six newspapers. Storage space doss not permit keeping the
periodicals indefinitely, therefore, they are kept according to their
own merits, the greater the demand the longer a periodical is kept.
Only four magazines are bound by the Carver Municipal Library: The
Negro History Bulletin» The Journal of Negro History, The Journal of
Negro Education, and The National Geographic, but bound volumes of
other magazines may be borrowed from the main library with the stipu¬
lation that they will not be circulated outside of the branch library,^
Summary
The legal basis for the operation of the Jackson Public
Library System is founded upon the library laws established by the
state of Mississippi, The governing gnd controlling body is a
board of trustees composed of five members and the head librarian
of the Jackson Municipal Library, For the support of the
libraries, a three-fourth mill tax is levied on all taxable property
within the municipality.
Two branches within the system, the Carver Municipal Library
and the College Park Branch Library, serve the Negro public of
JacksoHi They «ire conveniently located on municipal bus routes.
The Carver Municipal Library, the central point of service for Negroes,
Reports to the Board of Trustees, Jackson Public Library by
the Librarians, Jackson, Mississippi, 1951-1957.
O
interview with Roman, op, cit.
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is at the geographical center (-within a -two mile radius) of the
dwellings of the Negro population, and is close to the downtown
shopping center.
Since coming under public control, the Carver Municipal
Library and College Park Branch Library have had the supervision
of trained Negro librarians.
Although there are only 1^,963 volumes in the two Negro
branch libraries, through interlibrary loans all ma-fcerials in tiie
Jackson Public Library Sys-tem are available -to Negroes. Figures
in Table U show that -the number of library users has varied each
year but circulation has steadily increased.
The variation in s-tatistics concerning use and circulation
poses many questions for the Board of Trustees as it plans the
future library services and facilities for the citizens of Jackson.
However, plans for a new Negro branch library are included in the
library building program for the fu-ture.
CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
JacksoQ, Mississippi^ the capital of the state has a popu¬
lation of 98,271. It is a city of diversified occupations and the
larger number of inhabitants are engaged in wholesale and retail
trade, personal services and manufacturing. The area of personal
services, usually in the lower income bracket, is dominated by
Negroes,
It is not possible to say what definite factor or factors
caused the citizens of Jackson to become concerned about public
library services and facilities. State and regional surveys point¬
ing out the inadequacy of library services, especially in the South,
could have served as a stimulus, as well as the work of the American
Library Association in promoting the idea of federal aid in the
development of public libraries. It matters not what the stimulus
was, the important thing is that the citizens of Jackson realized
the need of the community for public library services and facilities
and put forth some effort to remedy the situation.
Authority for the establishment, maintenance, and
financial support of public library facilities and service
should have a sound basis in law.l
^American Library Association, Post-War Standards for Public
Libraries, Prepared by the Committee on Pbst-War Planning (Chicagos
American Library Association, 19U3), p. 51;*
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■Die library laws of Mississippi made the establishment of
free public libraries permissive, therefore, tiie City Council of
Jackson merely set the library program in motion hy passing an
ordinance which placed the public library of the city under the
general library laws of the state*
Since 19lU« Jackson bad been supporting a public library
for its white citizens but made no provisions for service to Negroes.
In I9U1 Khen it became necessary to improve the existing but in¬
adequate facilities for whites. Miss Pearl Sneed, the librarian,
felt that the library building program would not be complete unless
it included facilities for service to the Negroes of Jackson. The
first plans by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public Library,
for library service to Negroes were delayed, therefore, public library
service for the Negroes of Jackson had its beginning as a project of
a private group, the Junior League.
The Junior League, a group of white citizens who promoted
the development of the city by spear-heading and supporting worth¬
while community projects, operated and supported the George Washington
Carver Branch Library to serve the Negro public of Jackson. Although
Idle Junior League sponsored and supported 1^e librai^ project, they
received the full cooperation of the Board of Trustees of the Jackson
Public Library, Miss Pearl Sneed^ the librarian, and her staff.
The Junior League supported the Carver Branch Library from
January, 19^0 to October 1, 19^, at which time the Board of Trustees
of the Jackson Public Library assumed its support* Later the board
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opened a second branch for Negroes, the College Park Branch Library
and the tno became a part of the Jackson Public Library System.
!&ere. shOjUld be a community library easily accessible
to every re4(|eir, an^ it should connect him mith the total
resources of his region and state
!Qie tHo Negro branch libraries are desirably located on
municipal bus routes. The College Park Branch is housed eithin
the College Park Auditorium and does not have a separate entrance.
This effects the hours of service to the public for the library
must close nthen the auditorium is closed. Ihose persons mho can¬
not avail themselves of the library services before 5^00 P.M. on
Monday through Friday and Saturday before 1:00 P.M. sill have to
go across town to the Carver Municipal Library, Carver is located
near tiie downtown shopping district.
All books and materials for both branches are processed at
the main library. In addition to the 15,963 volumes in the two
Negro branches, there are more than 63,000 volumes and other
holdings theoretically available to Negro citizens through inter-
library loan from the main library.
Under the library laws of the state, the city levies a three-
fourths mill tax on all taxable, property within the municipality for
the support of the public libraries,
^American Library Association, Public Library Service, op, cit.,
p. lli.
2
"Jackson Municipal Libraryop, cit.
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"Salaries for staff members should be at a level to attract
and hold personnel nith the qualifications..."^ Ihe salaries in¬
cluded in the salary scale of the Jackson Public Library System
are somewhat loH in comparison witii the findings published in Cost
of Pttblrlp Library Service^ . concerning salaries in other public libraries
(see Appendix II).
The American Library Association recommends that*
The number of registered borrowers in public library units
should meet the following minimum quantitative standards based
on a three-year registration period:
For adult borrowers: 20 to 1:0 percent of the population
lU years of age and over.
For juvenile borrowers: 35 to 75 percent of the population
from 5 through lij years of age.3
The age grouping of the adult borrowers in the Jackson Public
Library System is ll: years and above and for juvenile borrowers the
age is from five through 13 years. The Negro population of Jackson
of age li: and above is 30,018 and of age group from five through
13 is 6,231.^
The Negroes of Jackson have made sporadic use of the public
^American Library Association, Public Library Service, op.
cit., p. U2.
American Library Association, Cost of Public Library,.Service
in 3.956: A Supplement to labile Llbraiy i>erffioe, A Guide to stalua-iion With MinWm Sten^rds, ^^repared by the Coordinating Committee
on feevision of Pufelic iiibrary Standards (Chicago; American Library
Association, 1956), pp. 6-7.
^American Library Association, Post-War Standards for Public
Libraries, op. cit., p. 29.
%.S. Bureau of the Census, op. cit., pp. 2i:-l:l.
library, and although circulation has increased steadily, high
standards of use have not been attained. Table 5 shows the number
and percent of the Negro population registered in the public
libraries.
TABLE 5
REGISTERED BORBOlSiS OF CARVER AND COLLEGE PARK
BRANCH LIBRARIES, 1951-1957®
Adults Juveniles
Borrowers Population !l5t Borrowers Population PerCent
1951-1952 1,1452 30,018° 5.0 761 6,231° 12,0
1952-1953 61^5 • • • 2.0 Uoo • • • 6.1i
1953-195U U30 • • • i.ij iiOl • • • 6.U
I95ii-1955 il3l4 # • • 1.14 375 • • • 6.0
1955-1956 1,255^ # « • l4.0 o' • • • 12.0
1956-1957 1,136 • • • ii.o 761 • •• 12,0
^Reports to the Jackson Public Library Board of Trustees by
the Librarians, Jackson, Mississippi, 1951-1957.
^e-registration at both branches.
S. Bureau of Census, op. cit., pp. 2i;-lil,
Small use of the public libraries by the Negroes of Jackson
may be contributed to a number of factors. Although there are
many educational institutions, grade schools and colleges, located
within or in close propinquity to Jackson, many of the public schools
la
have been erected itithin the past six years and the elementary
sdiools for Negroes have only had library service since 195l« The
19^0 Census indicates that the average Negro in Jackson had com¬
pleted only 6.8 years of sdiool* Thus, a group of people Kho have
not been exposed to libraries and ivho also cannot read itould- not be
erspected to make too much use of public libraries.
Libraries are becoming increasingly important as educational
agencies and since the opening of the first Negro branch library in
Jackson in 1950, the schools and colleges have been developing and
improving libraries in their own institutions, thus, those people
who once had only the public library as a source of books for
recreation and to supplement school assignments non have other
sources for desired materials. Yet, with the building of better
schools with more and better facilities, the educational level of
the Negroes of Jackson will be raised and there is every likelihood
that more of them will make greater use of the public libraries and
their resources.
A library is not ;5ust a monument to symbolize service; it
is effective only if the people of the community use it. Teachers
and school librarians of Jackson can help to stimulate the use of
public libraries by encouraging students to read for recreation and
for more than class assignments. If students are taught the real
value of libraries rather than being forced to go there for class
assignments, they will more than likely use the library when they
leave school. For the adults who have not learned to read, adult
U2
education courses would help. The library should encourage more
adults to take advantage of opportunities to raise their educational
level.
APPENDIX I
Copy of plans for the branch library for Negroes to be sponsored by
the Junior League of Jackson, Mississippi*
LIBRARY HIOJECT - JUNK® LEAGUE
Mrs* Ihad Ryan, president of liie Junior League, has been
thinking that she would like to see the League, carry out for a
period of three years a demonstration for Negro Library service.
This project is to be sponsored by the Library Board of Trustees
of -Uie Jackson Public Library, and to be developed along the lines
of policies of the plan for library extension through branch service*
The library becoming a branch of the public library at the close of
the demonstration period*
Miss Sneed, the librarian, has drawn up the following state¬
ment showing the essentials for operating a branch library:
I* Essentials for branch service:
1* Housing
2* Equipment
a) Books, minimum 3,000 volumes




e) 1 desk for circulating books
f) ade(}iate lighting
g) small calendar, ink pad, pencil sharpener, pen, clips
h) Registration cards, borrowers cards, index cards, dater,
stamps
i) one typewriter
j) redt room facilities
U3
3. One paid worker, preferably a Negro nith some library
training
U* Maid nith pay
Volunteer workers
Administration
Local committee composed of five members^ tno of whom
should be members of the Junior League* Other members should
represent other groups such as P»T.A., etc* The Board of Trustees
of the Jackson Public Library authorize Miss Pearl Sneed, the
Librarian, to represent the board in an advisory capacity. The
paid Worker to be under the Supervision of Miss Sneed*
The library should be opened at least 30 hours a week
12 o'clock to 5 o'clock Monday through Fridayj Saturday 9 o'clock
to 1 o'clock* The local committee should meet monthly at which
time monthly reports should be submitted for the approval of the
committee* A copy should be filed at the public library.
The books should be processed at the public library* Some
books could be loaned from the public library*
AUocation of $i),0C)0 over a period of 12 months*
Annual
Rent 75 $ 900
Paid worker l50 (trained librarian) 1,800
Maid 50 600
Heat, light, water • . 20 21^0
lypewriter .*•**. 100 (used) 100
Library supplies . * * 75 75
Labor to make shelves* 250 250
^3,965
Ask for donations for shelves, tables, chairs, books*
The project would give an excellent opportunity for volunteer
work* Libraries employ and need personnel other than librarians* The
nature of the work - circulation, advice in selecting books and
interpreting the use of material, registration of borrowers, circu¬
lation records, typing book cards, filing catalog cards, processing
books.
The librarian will arrange to give short courses to the
volunteer workers and make reports to the president of the Junior
League.
Ihe Board of TiMstees are willing to sponsor the project as
a demonstraldon, and at no time should be Interpreted as service in
lieu of the regular plan for adequate branch service to Negroes nor
will it in any way interfere with plans for the room in the community
center on lynch Street for Negro library service.
The demonstration will offer an excellent opportunity for
many key people, also people of influence to learn more about the
great need for Improving the library program of the city.
At the expiration of the demonstration period 611 equipment
including books will be transferred to the authority of the Board of
Trustees of the Library,
APPENDIX II
Salaxy scales used In building Illustrative Budgets (based upon
19$$ salaries in 603 public libraries)*^
Shelving Staff
Paging, book delivery, messenger
$l*00/hour $2,080/year
Clerical Staff
1st Persons nith typing and filing skill and
ability to handle clerical transactions
directly ■with library users #2,1^00-3,OOO/year
2nd Above qualifications, plus special
knowledge of library routines ari4/or
some independent responsibility $3,000-3,600/year
3rd With above general qualifications plus
a considerable degree of responsibility |3,600-U,200/year
Professional-Adminis'brative S-taff
1st level
Professional service without specialized
subject service or administrative respon¬
sibility and not requiring prior erqperience
$3,700-U,300/year
2nd level
Some specialized services responsibility
or minor administrative responsibility $ii,ii00-5,000/year
3r4 ;^fve|.
Spe^aljzed subject or sejrvloe respon-
siiiMty (exi) subject librarian, assis¬
tant librarian, department head, branch
librarian l5,000-5,600/year
^American Library Association, Cost of Public Library Service
in 1956, op, cit., pp, 6^7*
U7
Uth level
Substantial Administration (ex.) director
of small library, assistant director of
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